
 

Word Study Program 
 

The first grade word study program follows the research in 

the book Word Journeys, by Kathy Ganske.  The program is based 

on each child’s existing knowledge of words and their features.  

Features can be anything from long vowels to word beginnings and 

endings.  Students must master a feature to move forward to the 

next stage.  At times, the words may appear easy for your child.  

However, the goal of the program is to know the feature, its 

sound, and correct usage, not to simply memorize words.  

Students make more progress when they feel confident in their 

abilities.  Therefore, it is better to start with a feature that the 

child is near mastering and take a step back and then move 

forward from there. 

 

Students will be flexibly grouped, based upon their 

developmental stage.  Groups may change throughout the year, 

depending upon the progress of each individual.  Every week a new 

group of sorting words will be given to students focusing on 

specific feature.  Students will be responsible for spelling the 

feature, as well as knowing the sounds.  The students will have 

the same sort at school that they will for part of their 

homework; therefore they do not have to risk losing their sorts 

by carrying it back and forth from school to home.  I will have 

each groups word study features on my website in case you need 

to double check.   

 

Every Friday an assessment will be given to word study 

groups.  Assessments will be on the feature for the week.  On the 

Friday assessment, students will write called words correctly into 



the correct feature column.  Grades will be based upon correct 

column placement and correct spelling of a feature. 

 

This program has seen terrific success over the last couple 

years, not only in spelling but also reading.  Loudoun County Public 

Schools has adopted this program throughout the county as its 

new spelling program.  If you have any questions along the way, 

please feel free to ask. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Mrs. Bauer 


